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 -Effutire leves indigna tragedia verfus 


Ut feftis matrona moveri juffa dichus. 


Hor. 





Thurfday, April 30. 1 yep. 


Had’ for fome Days obferved fomething in A- 
ation, which was carried by Smiles and 
“Whifpers, between my Lady Lizard and her 
Daughters, with a profeffed Declaration that 
Mr. Ironfide thould not be in the Secret. 1 would 
‘not trefpafs upon the Integrity of the Sparkler fo 
much-‘as-to follieit her to break her Word even 
in a Trifle; but [take it foran Inftanceof her Kind- 


store of nefs to me, that as foon as the was at Liberty the 


as, T 
yafter che 


ym and 
ure, pat: 
cf Tele 
and ‘that 
wnge-Al- 
cow, Wi 
et: ft: cf. 
ad Prince’ 


1 Clas 
to Come 
be Solf 
» Gallon” 
nofe chat 
noy-Poft 
cr’s Hall 
cendunce 








was impatient to lét me know it, and this Morn- 
ing fent me the following Billet. 


SIR, 

¢ AY Brother Zom, wajted upon us all laft Night 

* to Cato; we fat in the firft Seats in the 
* Box of the Eighteen-Penny Gallery; you ‘mutt 
* come hither this Morning, for we thall be fall of 
* Debates about the Charaéters. I was for Mareia 
* Jaft Night, but find that Partiality was owing. co 
‘ the Awe I was under in her Father's Prefence ; 
‘ bat this Morning Lucia is my. Woman, You will 
* tell me whether I am right or no when! fee you, 
‘ but L think ie is a more difficult Virtue to forbear 
‘ going into a Family, tho’ fhe was in Love with 
’ i Heit of it, for no other Reafon -but becaufe 
‘ her Happinefs was inconfiftent with the Tranqui- 
* lity of the whole Houfe to which the thould be 
* ally’d, | fay I think it a more generous Virtue in 


}* Lucia to conquer her Love trom this Motive, 


* than in Marcia to fufpend hers in the prefent Cir- 
(Price Two Pence.) 


£ cumftances of her Father and her Country; but 
* pray be here to fettle thefe Matters. 
J am, 
Tour moft Obliged — 
and-Obedient 
Hamble Servant, 


Mary Lizard. 


‘ T made all'the hafte imaginable to the Family, 
where I found Jom. withthe Play in his Hand; and 
the whole Company with a fublime Chearfulnefs 
in their Countenance, all ready to fpeak to me at 
once; -and before | could draw my Chair, my La- 
dy her felf repeated, 


"Tis not a Sett of Featrres or Complexion, 

The Tindwre of a Skin, that | admire; 

Beanty foon grows familiar to the Lover, 
Fades in bis Eye, and palls upon the Senfe. 

The Virtnoxs Marcia tow’rs above ber Sex; 
True, fhe is fair, (Ob, bow divinely Fair!) \ 
But fisll the lovely Maid improves ber Charms 
With inward Greatne{s; unaffeded Wifdom, 
And Sanity of Manners, 


I was going to fpeak when Mrs. Cornelia ftood 
up, and with the moft gentle Accent @td {weeteft 
Tone of Vuice, facceeded her Mother. 


So 









Of rufping Torrents and defcendiag Rains, 
‘Works it jelf clear, and as it runs refines, 
Till by Degrees the floating Mirrour fhines, 
Refleds each Flow'r that on the Border grows, 
And anew Heav'n in its fair Bofom foows. 


Jo rabiee limpid Stream, when foul with Stains 


I ings they would now have given me time, to 
draw a 


Admiration of Lucia, in the Words of Portins. 


——— Athwart the Terrors that thy Vow 
Has planted round thee, thou appear/t more fair, 
More amiable, and rifeft in thy Charms. 

” Lovely'ft of Women! Heav'n is in thy Soul, 
Beauty and Virtue fhine for ever round thee, 
Bright’ning each other ; thou art all Divine! 


_ _ When the Ladies had done fpeaking, I took the 
Liberty to take my Place ; while Zom, who, like a 

jult Courtier, thinks the Intereft of his Prince and 

Country the fame, dwelt upon thefe Lines. 


Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 

The gen’rous Plan of Power deliver’d down 

From Age to Age, by your renown'd Fore-fathers, 

( So deadly bought, the Price of fo much Blood) 

O let it never perif in your Hands! 

But pioufly tranfmit it to your Children, 

Though I would not take Notice of it at that 
time, it-went-to my Heart that Annabella, for. 
whom I have long had fome Apprehenfions, faid 
nothing on this Occafion, but indulged her felf in 
the Sneer of a little Mind, to fee the reft fo much 
affe@ed. ° Mrs. Betty alfo, who knows forfooth 
more than us all, overlooked the whole Drama, 
bur acknowledged the Drefles of Syphax and Fuba 
‘were very prettily imagined. The — of Virtue, 
which hasbeen fo warmly rouzed by this admira-. 
ble Piece in all Parts of the Thestre;: is an unan- 
{werable Inftance of how great Force the Stage 
might, be towards the Improverment. of the World, 
were it reparded and encouraged as much as it 
ought: There is no Medium in thisCafe, for the 
Advantages of A@tion, and the Reprefentation of 
Vice and Virtue in an agreeable or odious manner 
before our Eyes, are fo irrefiftably- prevalent, that 
the Theatre ought to be fhut up, or carefully go- 
vern’d, in any Nation that values the Promotion of 
Virtue or Guard of Innocence among its People. 
Speeches or Sermons will ever fuffer, in fome 
Degreé, from the Charaéters of thofe that make 
them ; and Mankind are fo unwilling to refle@ on 
what makes for their own Mortification, that they 
are ever caviling againft the Lives of thofe who 


+ 


fpeak in the Caufe of Goodnefs, to keep themfelves 
in Countenance, and continue in belov’d Infirmi- 
ties. But in the cafe of the Stage, Envy and De- 
traGtion are baffled, and none are offended, but 
all infenfibly won by perfonated Chara&ers, which 


. they neither look upon as their Rivals or Superiors; 
every Man that has any Degree of what is laudable: 
*in a Theatrical Chara@ter, is fecrecly pleafed, and 
hair, but the Sparkler took hold of me, 
and I heard her-with the utmoft Delight purfue her 


encouraged in the Profecution of that Virtue, with- 
out fancying any Man about him has more of it. 
To this purpofe I fell a Talking at the Tea Table, 
when my Lady Lizerd, with a Look of fome Se- 
verity towards Annabella and Mrs. Betty, was 


pleated to fay, that it muft be from fome-trifling - 


Prepoffeflion of Mind that any one could be un- 
moved with the Chara@ters of this Tragedy ; nor do 
I yet underftand to what Circumftance in the Fa- 
mily her Ladyfhip alluded, when the made all the 
Company look ferious, and rehearfed, with a Tone 
more exalted, thofe Words of the Heroine, 


In fpight of all the Virtue wecan boaft, 
The Woman that Deliberates is lofi. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Whereas Bat. Pidgeon én the Strand, Hair-Catter 
to the Family of the Lizards, bas attained to great 
Proficience in bis Art, Mr. lronfideadvifes all Per- 
fons of fine Heads, i order to have = done 
them, to _ to that induftrions Mechanick. 

N.B. Mr. Pidgeon bas Orders to talk with, and 
examine into the Parts and Charader of young Pere 
fons, before be thins the Covering near the Seat of the 

rain. era 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For the Benefit of Mr. Geree, 


At Girdler’s-Hall in Bafinghall-ftreet near Guild- 
hall, chis Day the goth Inftant, will be performed a Confort of 
Vocal and Inftrumencal Mufick. By feveral «m'nent Matters, To begin 
at Six aClock. Moze, There will anor Dancing after the Cunfore 
isended. Tickets, ac 2 8, 6d. each, may be had at the Black Swan Tas 
vern in Bartholomew-lane behind the R»yal Exchange; J:¢ bs Coffee- 
houfe in Bread-ftreet; Robins Coffee-houfe in Exchange-Ailys 
Grigsby’s Coffee-howfe in Threadnecdle-ftreet; J.'n's Coffee-houfe 
in Sweething’s-Ally; Mr. King’s, at the Punch bowl in Drury-lane, 
Box keeper wo the Play-houfe; and at che Hall, 


A good Houfe of two Rooms on‘a Floor, and 
large Clofets with Chimneys, to be Let in Panton Square, at che up- 
perend of the Hay marker. Enquire at the Harrow the corner 
the Square, , 

A young feafoned black ftoned Coach Horfe, 
well marked, 15 Hands ard anInch high, to be difpofed of a Penny- 
worth, -his Fellow being dead, Evquire at the Black Horfe in Wind- 
mill {treet nezt the Hay-marke:. 
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